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Territory, economy, society and institutions
in transition: new challenges for planning

This lecture will focus on how planning has been marginalized by the passive adaptation of

space to the need of an economic development driven by globalisation, financialisation
and digitalization. I will analyze the most relevant processes of change, visible and
sometimes invisible, that are affecting the economy, society and institutions as well as their
impact on the physical space to propose a vision that starting from the last ring in the
chain, the physical space, could be able to deal with some of the most negative effects of the
current development model.

Alessandro Balducci is full professor at the Department of Architecture and Urban Studies
at Politecnico di Milano, Italy. He has been chairing many international and national
organizations promoting planning. He has extensive research experience on the topics of
urban policy, strategic planning, and processes of regional urbanization. Coordinator of
several national and international research projects, is co-editor of Post-Metropolitan
Territories: Looking for a New Urbanity (Routledge, 2017), Situated Practices of Strategic
Planning (Routledge 2017), Risk and Resilience (Springer 2020), Cities learning from a
pandemic. Towards preparedness, (Routledge 2022).
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